Abdominal colectomy with ileorectal anastomosis.
From 1980 to 1983, 20 patients had abdominal colectomy with primary ileorectal anastomosis. Fourteen operations were elective and six were emergency. Elective indications included familial polyposis (five), inflammatory bowel disease (four), colon cancer associated with multiple polyps (four), and colon cancer associated with diverticulosis and a history of massive hemorrhage (one). Emergency operations were performed for obstructing sigmoid or rectosigmoid cancer (three), massive lower gastrointestinal hemorrhage (two), and right colon cancer associated with obstructing diverticulitis (one). All patients survived the operation; in three patients complications developed in the immediate postoperative period for a morbidity of 15%. Our experience suggests that abdominal colectomy with primary ileorectal anastomosis can be safely performed in carefully selected cases.